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0 Hannah Mufson
The Law School Student Senate
(LSSS), in a recent move that baffled
and upset many, voted to recognize
Law Students for the Things Bill Bradley Believes In (LSFTTBBBI) as a student group. The problem? Two
weeks earlier, LSSS voted against recognizing a group named Law Students for Bill Bradley (LSBB).
The groups appear to be substantially similar. Representatives for
both groups stated that the groups
did not simply stand for Bill Bradley,
but for the ideas and issues embodied in his campaign. The first group,
however, was deemed by LSSS to be
too focused on Bill Bradley as a person. One of its founding members,
V.P. Walling, said that he and others
were told by LSSS that "you can't
have a group around a person - you
can have a group around ideas."
Walling said he started to organize
LSBB at the beginning of the year because he felt that Bill Bradley and his
campaign were important to the future of law students. He said he got
involved because he knew Bradley
through his daughter, and when
Ernestine Schlant Bradley came to
campus to speak. he recognized there
was substantial interest in both Bradley and his ideas. "The whole thing
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David Boyle,
above, has
finally succeeded m his battle to have
the vote counts of the Fall Law School
JiMH.tudentSenate(LSSS)elections. His
mtt~ uest began nearly a month ago,
when he first filed a formal protest
was o~, an unoffi~al .basis -word of regar~g the results of the _race for
mouth atthebegmnmg,andbecame his section's lL Representative seat,
more official when interest grew. in which his campaign was unsucWalling said he went to a local meet- cessful.
Boyle appeared before LSSS at a
ing in ~ Arbor, ~d through ~s
first meeting, got tn contact wtth special hearing October 26, where he
more people, who also felt that questioned theobjectivityofthevote
Bradley's campaign would affect stu- counting process. LSSS maintained
dents. "They wanted someplace to that the votes were counted properly,
meet on campus, and I offered the law with at least one objective individual
school. But to get a room, you had to (a member of the Election Committee, a volunteer position) counting the
be a student group."
LSBB then attempted to become an votes for each race personally. A vote
official student group through LSSS was held, however, on three issues:
channels. However, LSSS was op- first, whether Boyle would be alposed. According to the minutes, two lowed to examine the ballots himself;
years ago, LSSS did not recognize second, whether Boyle would be al"political" groups, but this policy was
See BOYLE, page 3
dropped due to the difficulty of defining what was and was not "political." It was argued that LSBB and
groups like it would just cancel each
other out, obviating the need to recognize them at all. After a vote on
which only five out of 11 Senate members actually voted (the rest abstained), are-vote was six to five opposing the motion, which effectively
ended LSBB' s bid for official recognition.
After that, Walling says he decided
to opt out of the process. "I didn't
have time to focus on both," he said.
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See BRADLEY, page 3
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OPINION- By Yingttw Ho

pensation due to the Medicaid and
Using the awesome powers vested Medicare costs it was spending on
in me by virtue of being the writer of people who were either obese or had
this article, I hereby declare that the high saturated fat in their diet. As a
year is 2005. Last year, after years of matter of strategy, these cities decided
protracted litigation, the evil gun to file one lawsuit after another so that
manufacturers have been subjected to McDonald's could not afford to fight
so much predatory discovery that all of them at the same time. The hope
they agreed to settle with the cities was that by spreading the evil oppothat are suing them for the inadequate .nent out, the cities could receive settleamount of 5 billion dollars. As part ' •. mrnts'l'egarliless of the justic~ of their
of the agreement, the industry agreed claiiDs. · : •
to drastically cut back on its manuNext, the lawyers had to decide on
facturing of handguns, and to limit a target for the litigation. It was sugtheir supply to only the police offic- gested by some small town country
ers, the military and the nationa! . l~wy~r ~at,they ~hould 'Sue the indiguard. They have also agreed to sell · vidu4N1c0onald'sfranchi~forsup
only hunting rifles to the civiliari plyirtg' •people wh'o obviously
population. Statistics from the past shouldn't be within a mile of a fast
year indicates that the number of felo- food restaurant with fattening and
nies committed with knives and hunt- unhealthy food. Most of the lawyers
ing rifles have increased drastically, at the meeting simply laughed at their
and hunting rifle accidents have also colleague, and said a settlement from
increased drastically.
such a lawsuit wouldn't cover the cost
Still glowing from their part of the of their suits and shoes. Instead, the
settlement, the class-action lawyers decision was made to go after
are contemplating the next great McDonald's corporation, the one with
American lawsuit. They initially the deep pocket. How, the country
wanted to go after the wineries and lawyer asked, could causation be esrnacro brews, but then decided they tablished. We will find a way, anliked their beer and wine too much to swered the big sharks, and even if we
risk a price increase as a result of the can't establish causation we can allawsuit. Instead, knowing they will ways find a liberal, social policy orinever go into such a plebeian place as en ted judge. We can then always inMcDonald's, these predators (oh, I' rn vent the leaky barrel theory: We don't
sorry, lawyers) decided to sue have enough time to sue all of the loMcDonald's based on both a public cal McDonald's franchisees, and those
nuisance theory and a willful blind- that we don't sue will simply take
ness theory.
over the market share of those that we
Before moving on with the lawsuit, destroyed so that the same evil is still
the lawyers consulted with many of done.
At this point, the lawyers drew up
the cities that were involved in the
gun litigation. Many of these cities some preliminary arguments to be
had hoped to find a remedy for their used for many of the lawsuits, and
many years of over spending for the what follows is highly confidential
sake of big government, but were dis- information. First, allow me to deappointed by the small portion of the scribe the fundamentals of the public
settlement that they received. These nuisance theory. By virtue of being a
cities realized that to keep their own product that's high in fat and low in
bureaucracies well fed with caviar nutritional value, there is very little
and truffles, more funding from de- reason why a restaurant such as
fendants is necessary. It was then de- McDonald's should exist at all as a
cided that the cities should seek corn- matter of social policy. Instead, such

a place provides substantial damage
to public health. The extra fat and
artery clogging goodness of
McDonald's food can cause heart disease, as well as other threats to public
health. Further, consumption of
McDonald's food violates the rights
of others in two ways. First, the social cost from heart disease is ultimately shared by everyone. Second,
when one person in a party wants to
eat at McDonald's, he often drags the
others with him. Therefore, the presence of McDonald's not only harms
those who wish to patronize the restaurant, but also everyone around
them. Therefore, McDonald's should
be declared a public nuisance, and be
subject to severe civil sanctions.
Never mind the fact that the people
who went to McDonald's went of
their free will, or that the people who
are victims of the McDonald's lover
make their own choices to place themselves in a situation where they could
be harmed. The lawyers were very
satisfied with their argument, especially in light of the fact that while fast
food does not have much social benefit, guns often serve as the final line
of defense for attacked individuals. If
guns, with their substantial social benefit can be found to be a public nuisance, then surely a fat factory such
as McDonald's corporation can be
found to be a public nuisance as well.
The second theory that the lawyers
pursued was the willful blindness
theory. This theory argues that a supplier to local stores, in this case
McDonald's corporation's supply of
beef patties and special sauces to its
local franchisees, has the obligation to
keep track of where it's products are
going, and whether such supply may
pose a threat to public health. This
doctrine clearly applies to
McDonald's corporation. The corporation clearly knows that it's unhealthy for any person to eat at
McDonald's more than once or twice

See YINGTAO, page 15

BRADLEY, from page 1
"Other students decided to focus on
it. I advocate as a member." lindsey
Mehan and R. T. Whaley-Smith
brought up the renamed J.SFITBBBI
at the next meeting, two weeks later,
where the vote was eight to four in
favor of recognition, with one senate
member switching from opposed to
in favor. Mehan said during the meeting that she felt that the Senate did not
give a firm reason for its original denial of recognition and said that she
was willing to change the group's
name to make the Senate feel better
about it.
However, the group may not be" essentially the same" as LSBB, since 25
people signed J.SBB' s petition and 20
other people signed J.STFTBBI' s petition, with only 3 overlapping signatures. This may be enough of a difference to justify the Senate's recognition.
Walling however, didn't understand the refusal to recognize J.SBB in
its original incarnation. "This has
something to do with our future," he
said. "What flabbergasted me was
that people said that this is politics
and has nothing to do with law
school."

The lender that
helps you bring order
to all your law school
financing needs.

BOYLE, from page 1
lowed to see the vote counts for his
race; and third, whether the vote
counts for all races would be released
to the student body. After a week in
which there was some confusion as to
the final vote count (a proxy was
deemed invalid after some debate),
I.SSS voted down the first request but
approved the second and third.
The decision to release the vote
counts to the student body is significant because it represents both a reversal of I.SSS practices throughout its
history and a retroactive application
of a new policy. J.SSS has never be. fore made the final vote counts available to the student body at large for
policy reasons. For further discussion, see the J.SSS meeting minutes on
their bulletin board in the basement
of Legal Research.

+

Finding the right financing for law
school doesn't have to be a trial. Not
when you rely on Key Education
Resources~ We provide a full range of
law school financing products and
services, making it easy to help you
earn your degree. Call our Education
Resource Line• today.

1·800·KEY·LEND
www.Key.com/ educate

Key

Education

Resources
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From Daniel Tentler

I did not expect to find myself writ- nore it for now. (Though in briefing a response to Mr. Ho' s second ar- Yugoslavia was an example of sucticle on Affirmative Action (AA). As cessful multi-ethic, co-habitation una supporter of AA, I was happy to see til recently and the country's disintesuch dreadfully reasoned opinions gration has a set of circumstances that
being written by the opposition. diminishes further any correlation to
Quite honestly, I think these pieces are it and America's race conceptions.
almost as effective as pro-AA rallies There are many books on this subject
in galvanizing support for the insti- and you can talk to Prof. John Fine of
tution. However, in this last article, the Michigan History Department if
Mr. Ho managed to stumble upon a you need more information.) To be
decent, though in my opinion inap- fair, Mr. Ho draws some distinctions
plicable, argument- the concept of in his article, but the overall implicathe "other." Fortunately, Mr. Ho's tions of that statement are clear. AA
continued use of generalizations and is the promotion of the other, which
an absolutely bizarre choice of histori- breeds division and the possibility of
cal example rendered this point hol- larger conflict. Needless to say, this
low. But since this notion of the other comparison of war-tom Kosovo and
has the potential to be presented as a a white loan officer is laughable at
legitimate argument against AA, I best, but such examples do not stop
think it is best to confront this argu- there. The rest of Mr. Ho' s examples
ment head on. For clarity's sake, I will are equally odd- and, frankly, pointdivide this response into two seg- less - comparisons in his quest to esments. Feeling obligated, I will first tablish the dangerous concept of the
address the near-surreal choice of pre- other.
Trying to gain some kind of evolvcedent Mr. Housed in his last article.
They are examples and assertions that ing historical theme (which for some
are not only wrong, but also moot. reason had to startwithHomo Erectus),
Secondly, I will present an argument Mr. Ho drafts the examples of Ancient
against this "other'' notion with re- Rome, Sparta, India and, more regard toAA.
cently, apartheid South Africa into his
Kosovo? Comparing the mob-men- argument. Ho presents Rome as the
tality reprisals of war victims to the sterling example of the lack of other
white loan officer who denies a black (which was apparently the ultimate
family a loim and the reason for end- classical melting pot civilization) and
ing AA? This example doesn't even the rest of these civilizations as conrise to a comparison of apples and trast. Again, too many corrections to
oranges. It is also an unsavory use of make here, so I have to refrain and get
that war's misery to make an un- on with this article. However, I feel
founded point. Essentially, this argu- obligated to point out that the
ment as articulated by Mr. Ho can be Romanization of conquered lari.ds
summed up as follows. The carnage was not a panacea for discrimination.
in Kosovo was caused by the recog- Rome was incredibly discriminatory,
nition of longstanding differences be- ,and aside from Diocletian (who was
tween several ethnic groups and is a of Italian descent), the example of
genuine possibility for the U.S. if we non-aristocratic Roman Emperors is
continue to recognize differences. I anemic at best. India's caste system
don't have time to really go into all is again too complicated to go into
the historical and factual fallacies of detail, but I suggest investigation into
this point with regard to the former the numerous anthropological and
Yugoslavia, so I will (regrettably) ig- historical studies on the inclusiveness

----------til
that the caste system creates. Aside
from the Vedic tribes from around
1500 B.C.E., inclusiveness in India's
populace from the Marya, Gupta and
Mugal empires is by no means as
clear-cut as Mr. Ho would hope it to
be. Sparta isn't even worth any time
as it was an extraordinarily atypical
society, both as a classical city-state
and by today' s standards. South Africa is another bad example as it is an
extreme and singular example that
finds no contemporaries.
What I hope is shown so far in this
article is twofold. First, the historical
arguments presented by Mr. Ho' s last
article are overstated and downright
incorrect Kosovo' s genocide, Rome's
governance or India's caste systems
are all used with an amazing lack of
understanding. Mr. Ho should be
genuinely embarrassed at this hodgepodge of falsehoods. Moreover, these
examples do not even hold any type
of parallel to America. As America
has no significant indigenous or ethnic majority (considering the white
majority divided by European ancestry), the problems of the other are
greatly complicated. Additionally,
since America is the oldest active democracy the concept of the other is
again muddled by civic, rather than
ethnic, conceptions. These unique circumstances to American history and
problems bring me to my second
point.
America cannot divorce itself from
the concept of the other. We were
founded by others- Other-Germans,
Other-English, Other-religions. The
colonial history of this country can
largely be summed up as a collection
of unwanted minorities looking for a
place to exist Our form of government furthers this notion of the other.
As a civic state, which is not so much
concerned with social norms, we have
spurred the creation of hyphenated
Americans (Irish-American, AfricanAmerican). There is no national language or established religion. American citizenry even fosters the oth~ as
our citizenship is not based upon
blood and tradition, but on political
participation and civic duty. Gtizenship can be attained either by birth
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with in this country's boarders or by beings, deserving to be free from slanaturalization, neither requiring the very. After settling that fact on the
wholesale sacrifice of one's ancestry. backs of 600,000 dead, those who lost
In sum, America is too diverse and this debate did not give up their hoscomplicated to be defined by the tile views on race. Instead, America
black/ white debate that Mr. Ho hopes was subjected to another 90-odd years
to establish.
of hostility towards race in the form
A better interpretation of this ques- of segregation. While a step up from
tion of the other with regard to Ameri- enslavement, this was not a benign or
can history (which I must point out even a neutral view of the other. Segwas never used by Mr. Ho in his ar- regation from the cradle to the grave
ticle-a glaring omission to say the was the norm for half our country
least) is to examine the recognition of and, to a lesser extent, for its entirety.
the other in either hostile or benign This country interned a half million
terms. Simply put, our history is bet- Americans for the audacity of being
ter explained by looking not to Japanese in descent. Only in the latwhether a difference was noticed, but ter half of this century have we gotif that difference was used against that ten to a point of remotely comparable
group. Most growth and social equality. The civil rights movements
progress that we credit this country of the 1950s and 1960s ended legalwith accomplishing can be tied to a ized segregationand anti-miscegenachange from hostile to benign recog- tion laws, and brought forth guarannition. The creation of women's teed voting rights, and yes, affirmarights, expansion of civil rights, and tive action.
Which brings us to the present Afsocial welfare find common grounding in the fact that we stopped plac- ter 210 years of existence in a more
ing such hostile views towards these perfect union, of which only 26 years
differences. (Note- I admit I'm rose- have seen AA- barely one tenth of our
coloring here, but I'm trying to get to country's existence under the constia point quickly so bear with me) tution, Mr. Ho has had enough. This
These changes did not result from the fraction of our history, in which we
fact that we stopped noticing the have finally started to make amends,
other; we simply stopped placing is the real culprit of our unconscious
such negative emphasis upon it. This racism. Not the bitter continuous
evolution, however, cannot be so struggle to deny racial minorities a
modicum of rights and respect, but
readily applied to race.
The history of American race relaSee LmER, page 15
tions has been one not of a gradual
acceptance, but of a
series of stops and
starts that have
LLP
been fought tooth
and nail. From the
Gvil War to the failcareer Opportunities for IP Professionals
ures of Reconstruction to Jim Crow
Most desirable areas of California, New York and soon-to-open
Washington, DC for career opportunities and personal growth.
Laws the battle for
Lyon & Lyon LLP, a premier intellectual property law firm, has
benign recognition
offices in Los Angeles, Costa Mesa, San Diego, San Jose, CA,
of non-whites in
White Plains, NY and soon-to-open Washington, DC. We are
seeking qualified students with superior academic aedentials
this country has
and a technical undergraduate degree in mechanical or
been
intense.
electrical engineering, biology, chemistry, physics or computer
America's most
science.
If you are interested in pursuing summer
employment, please send your resume including a copy of your
devastating war
law school transcript and preference in office location to Maria
was ultimately
Marinelli, Supervisor of Professional Recruiting, Lyon & Lyon
fought
over
LLP, 633 W. Fifth Street, Suite 4700, Los Angeles, CA 900712066 or email at recruit@lyonlyon.com. We look forward to
whether
nonhearing from interested candidates.
whites were human
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NEW COURSES SPRING 1999
Compiled by Ayelette Robinson
Please note that registration for winter
semester classes is this week. Fallowing
are a list of additions to the course curriculum. (* iruiicates the course is open
to JL's.)

Biography (subsidized by A &E): This
is an upper level constitutional law course.
We will take a behind-the-music look at
the writers of the constitution to try to figure out what they meant, and what they
would have meant had they been alive
today.
Creditor Law: Planning to work in
the public interest sector? Then this class
is a must Unless you're up for a big family inheritance, you will not be able to pay
off your law school loans, and you will
have creditors calling you and knocking
on your door often. Be prepared, and
know your rights as you default on your
loans.
Dear MPC: Ever find yourself sitting
at home wondering "What would the
Model Penal Code say?" Abby may be
able to help with the niceties of social etiquette, but the MPC is a more complete
source for the law student's more serious
concerns, such as: What are the limits on
my use of this kitchen knife? When I
housesit, how may I use my friend's valuables to my best advantage? To what extent may I go through other people's bags
that are voluntarily left outside the dining
hall? During this course, you will be required to maintain a detailed journal, in
order to record all your MPC-related
thoughts. The journals will then be used
as the basis for next year's course, ''The
Psychology of Criminal Law."

Law as a Professor:

This class will
offer practical assistance to those of you
wishing to become law professors. Topics will vary according to the interests of
the students, but will probably include:
how to memorize a seating chart in 3 easy
steps; how to dress for success as a professor; how to use the Socratic method to
your, and the student's, best advantage.
Upon completion of the course, a laminated chart will be distributed to each student, offering samples and helpful interpretations of students' handwriting; this
is a necessity for the dreaded, yet inevitable, exam grading process.

Not getting where you
want to go in your current professional
position? We'll teach you key negotiation techniques for getting exactly what
you want: the comer office with the big
glass windows. If you dread the thought
of working in a cubicle or small office,
be sure to consider this course before you
graduate.

Make-Your-Own Law:

This is an
upper level property theory course.

Racquetball, Squash, and Golf:
Law in Popular Culture*:

The
critical approach used in this course will
be similar to that used in Law as Literatore (see above for description). The object of our focus here, however, will be
those works in American popular culture
which have emerged from the legal profession, including, but not limited to: Two
Guys, a Girl, and a Bluebook; MTV's The
Real World, in which 2 students who made
Law Review are forced to live with 2 students who didn't; and Livin' la Civil Procedure, the current pop chart hit duet sung
by Jennifer Lopez and Ricky Martin.

Legal Ethics*: This class is meant for
the law student aspiring to be master of
the legal loophole. Sometimes it can be
difficult to get what you want out of the
legal system, so we've created this class
to alert you to the most common places
you'll want to look when you don't have
a chance in hell of winning your case.
(Note: This class fulfills the curriculum
ethics requirement)

Life as a Lawyer*:

Glass Ceilings:

plumber jokes; good PhD candidate jokes;
good pharmacist jokes; good consultant
jokes; good engineer jokes; good secretary jokes; good cook jokes; good dog
breeder jokes; good writer jokes; good
artist jokes; good gallery owner jokes;
good manager jokes; good computer programmer jokes; good corporate monger
jokes; good taxi driver jokes; good filmmaker jokes; and good [insert any profession here] jokes.

We know how
hard it can be to survive life on the street
as a lawyer given current attitudes towards
"ambulance chasers." So we've designed
this course to help out with some of the
practical concerns you might have. Topics will include: good responses to bad
lawyer jokes; good doctor jokes; good
business school graduate jokes; good dentist jokes; good auto mechanic jokes; good

Wanna make partner? Then you'll have
to play with the hot shots. Become an
expert in losing to your boss. All three
sports are covered in this one-year course.

Sports Torts*: This course will focus
on the life of Mike Tyson. Particular attention will be given to the influence of
Mohr v. Williams on modem boxing strategy.

Taylor Armani Moot Court
Competition: Visiting faculty Calista
Flockhart and Lara Flynn Boyle will advise you on how to look your best in the
courtroom. Sure your arguments matter,
but the jury understands "Ann Taylor" and
"GiorgioArmani" better than "preponderance of the evidence" and "reasonable
doubt" Learn what colors and styles
work best for which arguments. There
will be a brief preliminary workshop on
courtroom lighting. Depending on the
jurisdiction of your practice, you may
need to adjust your wardrobe choices.
(Note: lL's are not permitted to register
for this course, but are highly encouraged
to watch the final presentation.)

Y200K: This course is geared towards
the law student aspiring to early wealth.
We will discuss important strategies for
hitting the $200,000 salary mark within
the first three years out of law school.

~
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Answer Your Calling
I~

yeT
TO COMe
By Ingrid Sprangle

Q: How was law school different
from the other kinds of education
you received?
A: It was totally different. It felt like a
foreign language I had to learn. I remember one day, I was having real
trouble with torts, I don't know why,
I just didn't get it, and one day a light
went on, and after that law school was
easy.
Q: What did you figure out? (Have

my prayers been answered?!)
A: I figured out that I had to ... stay
objective and factual ... that's why
people need a lawyer. Normally, cases
are emotional and you have to step
back and critically analyze them. It
was like that with exams, one exam
was it and that ... was emotional ...
Holy God the whole dam grade was
based on one exam! But, ... I figured
out I could handle it, if I just stepped
back . . . (O.K., deep breath).
Q: Did your faith get in the way of
[your "thinking like a lawyer"]?
A: Law school caused a growth period in my own faith life. In law
school, I made the distinction between
religion and faith.
Q: What is [the distinction between
religion and faith]?
A: People become religious for secu-

This edition's interview is with Fr. Tom Firestone, a special kind oflawyer. Fr. Firestone
is Pastor at Saint Mary Student Parish in Ann Arbor. As an undergraduate, he
attended Xavier University, where he was on the football team. He also attended the
University of Wisconsin, where he was in the Seminary School. After graduating
from Wisconsin, Fr. Firestone earned a Masters in Divinity and Religious Education
from the State University of New York. Then, as part of an effort to help the Bishops
of the Heartland save family farming, he pursued a Ph.D. in agriculture at Michigan
State University. While a Ph.D. student, Fr. Firestone was also the Chaplin at Alma
College. When he determined that the efforts to save family farming were not going to
be successful, he enrolled in Cooley Law School. Fr. Firestone hoped to go into environmental law after graduation, but was called upon to handle clergy abuse cases.
The clergy abuse cases were criminal law cases, often of "the worst kind." So, he
discontinued that practice and became Pastor at Saint Mary Student Parish. He is
also Vicar for Washtenaw County. Fr. Firestone does counsel law students and young
lawyers, but admittedly with a "very specific agenda in mind;" he wants that person
to "make a contribution to society," something many will attest he has already done.

rity and certitude, but ... being religious should lead to faith, not certitude.
Q: Did law school affect your religious beliefs?
A: I began to look at religion in a
whole different way. I approach religious issues differently because I am
an attorney. Religious problems are
explosive and emotional ... but, as an
attorney I can step back and look at
both sides, I don't get pulled into biases as much ... [Y]ou have to sit back
and think crisply and clearly, and analyze all of the factors involved. People
come into my office emotionally distraught ... and I help them think
things through.
Q: So, being a lawyer is still a part of
your identity?
A: You can't lose it. I'm a Vicar for
Washtenaw County and I always approach issues as if I am an attorney
for the Diocese.

Q: What is the best advice you can
give law students?
A: Enjoy your studies, don't pigeonhole yourself into thinking "I'm going to be this kind of lawyer or I'm
going to be that kind of lawyer." Finish law school with an entire view of
the law and what it does for society.

Q: What do you think the purpose
of the law and lawyeiS is?
A: Being a lawyer is a calling, avocation, a necessity in society. Lawyers
are different. They offer society the
opportunity to appreciate the purpose
of the law; which is to give order to
our society. That purpose is congruent with the way lawyers should
handle problems ... by being orderly ....

Ifyou need help with handling your problems, you can contact Fr. Firestone by tele-

phone at 663-0557 or by e-mail at
tmj@umich.edu.
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VOLt May Ask VoLtrself:
Well How Did I Get Here?
By Elizabeth Khalil
As the first boy in his family to become an entertainer, Herschel
Krustofsky felt the oppressive weight
of familial precedent. His father was
a rabbi; his grandfather was a rabbi;
and it was expected that his own life
would take the same path. Nevertheless, Herschel was compelled to seek
a greater destiny: to take on a mantle
of absurdity and become Krusty the
Oown.
I can relate.
So maybe our situations are not exactly parallel. I am not a clown. In fact,
I have sort of a thing about clowns.
(They're scary, okay?) And no one in
my immediate family is a rabbi,
maybe because most of them are Presbyterians.
I've never been on "The Simpsons,"
unless you count cameo voice-overs.
And, importantly, I seem to be following the family tradition, not rejecting it.
Yes, let's make it open and notorious: my parents are lawyers, and since
I decided to come to law school, that
fact has been looming over my head
like a neon sign that says "My parents are lawyers; yes, I am unoriginal."
While the first part is undisputed, I
fear and contest the second.
I think- at least, I've convinced myself - that my parents had nothing to
do with my decision to apply to law
school. For the greater part of my life,
I swore I would never be a attorney.
My parents were attorneys. Why live,
if not to innovate? Why live, if only
to imitate? I should be an inventor, an
archaeologist, a pet detective. I

haven't ruled those options out, of
course. I can be an archaeologist
who's ultra-aware of Learned Hand's
approach to cost-benefit analysis.
Speaking of classroom issues, a
common misconception is that children of lawyers have some advantage
in law school over those whose parents are, say, physicians. Untrue. (In
fact, I've often wished my parents
were physicians. It would have made
getting doctor's notes for skipping
school much easier.) My parents, who

My parents, who
maintain a noninterventionist policy,
claim they recall
nothing that could
help me and have
not tried to brief me
on any subject we're
studying. I think this
is known as "hiding
the ball."
maintain a noninterventionist policy,
claim they recall nothing that could
help me and have not tried to brief
me on any subject we're studying. I
think this is known as "hiding the
ball."
The one advantage I've gained is
the early exposure to civil procedure
I got from being around my mother, a
labor lawyer. Even in elementary
school, I knew about "motions for
some re-judgment." I inferred, with
no extra help, that the term must

mean the judge would reconsider part
of the ruling, if not all of it (that would
be "total re-judgment''). Imagine my
delight when the topic came up in Gv
Pro; I had already gotten a head start.
(Cound, Friedenthal et al. spell it
"summary judgment," probably to
save space.)
While my parents and I do discuss
these and other aspects of the law, it's
not the major focus of our relationship. We don't get together and recite
the Model Penal Code to the tune of,
say, "Gangsta's Paradise," though that
is an interesting idea and will add a
fresh twist to this year's Thanksgiving dinner now that I've thought of
it.
When your parents practice law,
though, others make assumptions,
whether reasonable or unreasonable,
that you want to, too, particularly if
you happen to enroll in law school.
These people, though, are at least
negligent, if not reckless, in their assumptions. I didn't picture my parents, or offices, or billable hours when
I filled out applications, and the idea
of practicing still gives me hives.
While I love law school, only a strange
twist of fate would sweep me up and
plunk me down in a Manhattan law
firm with a tag reading ASSOCIATE
#44235. I think it'd be one of the signs
of Armageddon.
I'm not complaining; having attorney parents can be nice. I'm almost
certain it's preferable to having parents on the other side of the law.
I like to hold on to the conceit,
though, that my destiny is somewhat
my own. Even if I am merely the next
rabbi in an unbroken line of succession, I like to think there's some of me
that is Krusty the Oown, throwing a
few banana peels into the system.
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THE J ARCH PROJECT
[Editors note: On Friday, November 5,
a Michigan Law student exited the quad
by the northeast archway and was never
seen again. The contents of this article
were compiledfrom handwritten notes on
papers found scattered in the trees and
on the grass in.front ofthe reading room.]

takes its name. There is no I section. My
inquiries with the Lawyer's Club administration offered up no reasons as to why
this sinister disjunction exists- only that
it has "always been this way." Then there
is the matter of the stories, which date
back as far as the history ofthe law school
at this site. The stories are in the main
slight, mostly relating to strange feelings
and smells, and incidents of disorientation such as the ones related by my fellow first-years. I did some research into
students who left the law school in the
past. Most of them did so for the typical

I'm only a first-year, and I don't even
live near there, but it didn't take long for
me to hear the stories about the J arch,
over in the northeast comer of the law
quad. Strange, bizarre stories, about odd
smells, creeping chills on the backs of
necks, sudden violent gusts of wind, and
mysterious encounters that could only be
described as cracks in the very fabric of
our reality as we know it.
"I try to walk through the arch as fast
as I can when I'm going home," said Chris
Pih, a first-year resident of J section,
whose entrance door is located in the arch.
"That place freaks me out."
Pih is not alone in these feelings.
Throughout the first-year class, there is a
palpable feeling of uncertainty, concern,
and even fear when I bring up the matter ~
of the J arch.
--::-"-'...,.!011\
"I'm glad I don't live there," said D section resident Nathan Stump. "I avoid going that way, especially at night. I don't
know why. Sometimes I smell something
real funky when I walk through there, and reasons of stress, panic, or just plain disI don't mean funky like bad, more funky satisfaction. What was disturbing were
like evil."
the one or two students every year who
"One time, I was on my way home af- just disappeared, for no given reason, and
ter a late night studying, which I guess is were never seen again. I couldn't ftnd
every night for me," said J resident Chuck stories surrounding all of their disappearDivine. "And I swear, I almost fainted, it ances, but a surprising number were last
smelled so bad. Maybe I did faint, be- seen in the vicinity of - you guessed it
cause I couldn't fmd the door! I was in -the northeast comer of the quad.
My investigation led me to Michigan's
the arch for like twenty minutes- no joke
-and there wasn't any sign of the door. I prestigious Spengler School of Parapsyhad to run back out into the quad and chology (ranked #7 in the latest US News
climb in through my window. After that poll), where I talked to Dr. Evo Chandor,
night, I never go back to my room alone." a historian and author of Maize and
At first glance, there doesn't seem to Strange Brew: An occult history of the
be much to note about the J arch, tucked University of Michigan (1978, Darkhold
away in a comer of the law quad that Press).
"The current law quad was designed
would seem no more or less traveled than
any other area But even a casual inspec- and built in the 1920's under the supervition starts to reveal strange discrepancies. sion of an alumnus named Spates Tobin,"
The arch, for example, sits between H said Dr. Chandor. "When he was at the
section and J, the section from which it law school, Tobin was the founder and

president of a number of clubs that didn't
last long past his graduation, including the
M Go Blue Necromancers and the Elder
God Law Society. Five years into practice, Tobin was disbarred for performing
a number of unnecessary procedures on
his clients, such as incantations, bloodletting, and attempting to steal their souls.
A close look at the architectural plans for
the law quad show some interesting
choices of material and design. The archway in the northeast comer is lined with
cold-riveted steel around rod cores of pure
selenium. The shape of the arch resembles
the configuration commonly used for particle supercolliders."
It is Dr. Chandor's theory that the J arch
is a minor dimensional portal, a space
designed specifically to thin the walls
between our world and others. I asked
him about latter-day spectral possession,
but he dismissed the possibility of anything like that.
I'm only an amateur, I admit, but if the
portal is so unremarkable, why the disorientation, the chills, the sudden unexplained gusts of wind? I think that I've
drawn a permissive inference. There's
something sinister in the arch. I have support in the literature. As Lovecraft stated,
"the invocation of Elder Gods, the openings of portals; all are means by which
the spirits and demons may intrude and
reside upon our plane," 96 Chthulu L.
Rev. 1910.
I've never been in the J arch myself. I
think it's time for some fact-finding of my
own.
1115 [7:45] I've got my notepad and pen
ready. I don't have any ftlm for my camera! What a waste. But I wouldn't be
able to sleep tonight without trying to
enter. I can always come back later and
take pictures. Let's consider this a scouting trip.
[7:47] That is one funky smell! Sort of
like rotten eggs- isn't that what sulfur is
supposed to smell like? It's giving me a
headache ...

See J ARCH, page 15
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Being John Malkovich
Directed by Spike Jonze; written by
Charlie Kaufman
Starring John Cusack. Cameron Diaz,
Catherine Keener, and John
Malkovich

Fight Club
Directed by David Fincher; written by
Jim Uhls
Starring Edward Norton, Brad
Helena Bonham Carter,
Loaf

come
madcap
kinky
puppet of
office on the
kookiness of the
you
breathless and agog. The movie ac-

tually slows down corlSl<lerabl
Craig discovers the
Malkovich' s brain (the
during the second act is
film's one fault).
Malkovich is a
fantasy, but the
such serious
of celebrity, the
body and soul,
the "'"'rh,nl

on
what I mean. But even
a logic to the madness,
........~ 6......... too many problems
Malkovich turned the part down;
a movie entitled Being Steve Buscemi
could surely have been made with

the humo>Vli!!?S fun and
hooo..w;- ,,.,,., John
will do
of their
of transformtheir personby puphis flesh-andto annihilate his
the heart of callous
gladly become another
if he can have Maxine.
daffy wife (played by a
frazzled Cameron Diaz),
longs for Maxine, and she'll go
through a sex change if that's what it
takes. These are pathetic people, and
while their plight makes for great
comedy, Kaufman and Jonze never
foist them up for ridicule (d. Happi-

See MOVIES, page 14
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ABOVE THE LAW
(Dennis Westlind, whose column "Above the Law" normally
appears in this space, was backstage at the Backstreet Boys concert
and will return in two weeks.)

The Clarence Thomas Interview
Res Gestae was recently given the rare distinction to interview United States Supreme Court Justice
Oarence Thomas via telephone at his chambers in the District of Columbia Here, in its entirety, is
our conversation with the Honorable Justice Thomas.
<ring... ring ... ring...>
<answer>: Good morning, you have
reached the chambers of the Honorable
Oarence Thomas. How may I direct
your call?
RG: Uh, yeah hi. Can I please speak with
Justice Thomas?
Justice Thomas' Secretuy: Whom may
I ask is calling?
RG: I'm with the RG, I mean. Res Gestae,
the student newspaper at The University of Michigan Law School. We'd like
to interview Justice Thomas. Can I speak
with him please?
Secretuy: I'm afraid that Justice Thomas
does not conduct unsolicited interviews.
RG:Maybeyoudidn'thearme.I'mwith
RES GESTAE, from MICHIGAN LAW
SCHOOL.
Secretary: I'm sorry, but Justice Thomas
does not give interviews.
RG: Really, just ask him. I'm sure he'll
do it
Secretary: I'm sorry, but Justice Thomas
is not here right now.
RG: Well, where is he?
Secretary: He is in his chambers, working. I can't disturb him right now.
RG: Oh. come on. it'll be fine. Tell him
it's the UNIVERSTIY OF MICHIGAN.
Secretary: I'm sorry, but I can't do that
RG: Really, it's cool. I promise I won't
ask about Anita Hill.
Secretary: I'm afraid I can't help you.
RG: PLEASE let me talk to him.
PLEASE?
Secretary: I'm sorry, but the answer is
no. I'm hanging up now. Goodbye.
RG:Wait!
<click! line goes dead>
<ring... ring ... ring ...>
Secretary: Good morning, you have
reached the chambers of the Honorable

Oarence Thomas. How may I direct
your call?
RG: Hi, it's me again.
Secretuy: I'm not letting you speak with
Justice Thomas.
RG: If I can't interview Justice Thomas,
can you a.nsWer a few question for me?
Secretuy: I'm not sure...
RG: So anyway, about Anita Hill, was
she like totally demented or what?
Secretuy: I'm not authorized to answer
questions regarding Justice Thomas's
personal life.
RG: So, you admit that Justice Thomas
had a "personal life" with Ms. Hill?
Secretuy: No, I am not admitting to any-

thing.
RG: Oh, you mean. he did harass her,
but you're not admitting it?
Secretary: I mean no such thing.
RG: So when did Justice Thomas stop
harassing his clerks?
Secretary: Justice Thomas never stopped
harassing anyone...
RG:AHA!Soyouadmithestillharasses
his law clerks?
Secretary: I'm hanging up now. Please
don't call back. <click>
<ring... ring...>
Secretary: Good morning, you have
reached the chambers of the Honorable
Oarence Thomas. How may I direct
your call?
RG: Have you ever been harassed by
Justice Thomas?
Secretary: I asked you not to call her
anymore. Do you want me to call the
Secret Service?
RG: Please, just answer one question:
Has he ever harassed you?
Secretary: No. He never has. Please stop
calling. <click>
<ring..>

Secretary:
Good morning,
you

h a v e
reached the
chambers of
the Honorable Oarence Thomas. How
may I direct your call?
RG (with phony deep voice): Yes, hello.
This is William Rehnquist Can I please
talk to Oarence? It's urgent. Justice
O'Connor has fallen down and she can't
getup.
Secretary: You're not Justice Rehnquist
I'm calling the police. <click>
<busy signal> <busy signal> <ring.. >
Secretary: Hello?
RG: Don't hang up.
Secretary: I've called the police. We have
caller 10, you know. Are you happy
now?
RG: No, I really want to talk to Justice
Thomas. Our readers are expecting an
interview, and the ISSS is going to cut
our funding if we don't ..
<Voice in background>: Who the hell
keeps calling?
Secretary: Some weirdo from Michigan.
I can't get him to stop, hewon'tlisten to
me...
RG: Is thathim?Is that Justice Thomas?
Let me talk to him...
The Honorable Justice Thomas: LISTEN 1D :ME YOU UTILE SON-OF-A-

BITCH! SfOPCALLING, YOU HEAR?
RG: Justice Thomas, please, wait,. I've
been trying to...
<click>
RG: Sweet! I interviewed Oarence Thomas! Karl! Stop the presses, I got it! Yes!
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Music Reviews
Indigo Girls
Come on Now Social
I thought the best of the Indigo Girls
was in the past Shaming of the Sun left
something to be desired, especially considering their previous album, Swamp
Ophelia, is one of my favorite pop folk
albums of all time. Experimentation took
them down some paths I wasn't too fond
of, leaving only a handful of songs that I
really enjoyed listening to. Experimentation is not absent on Come on Now Social; on the contrary, the new sounds are
what make it a phenomenal album. What
new sounds, you ask? I can't believe I'm
admitting this, but I have totally flipped
for a record filled with songs heavily influenced by- brace yourselves- country.

I am not a country fan in the least The
Indigo Girls are the closest I have ever
come to owning country; the folk guitar
and the Southern accents put them halfway there from the very beginning, but I
always thought of them as folk singers
who just happened to be from the South.
Now, however, a banjo has made it into
the mix and the twang in Amy Ray and
Emily Saliers' voices has become a defining element in the music. Come on
Now Social is primarily a rock album, but
the country influences are significant
enough to possibly drive some fans away.
The songs on Come on Now Social take
the political edge of Shaming of the Sun
even further. "Faye Tucker" is a scathing

II

By Karl G. N•lso•

anti-death penalty anthem about the
woman put to death even after her religious reformation made her a poster child
for changing sentencing laws; Amy Ray
makes her feelings clear by singing
"[M]ercy could prove us/But nothing
would move usffo rise above just being
cruel." Emily Saliers takes no prisoners
in "Trouble" when she belts out "And
when the clergy take a vote all the gays
will pay againi'Cause there's more than
one kind of criminal white collar." The
liner notes even include contact information for numerous political groups.
Some lyrics have so much of a truck
stop feel to them they're almost funny.
The · last thing I expected to hear from
Emily Saliers, typically the radio-friendly
balladeer, was "Only two things bound to
soothe my soul: cold beer and remote control." It's clear that the Girls haven't forgotten their small Southern town roots.
The people in their songs are very real typically the individuals who are overlooked by pop culture. I've always associated the Indigo Girls' music with driving old highways; now the picture includes the small towns along the way.
Come on Now Social is not for everyone. I'm not even sure all Indigo Girls
fans will like it I'm not quite certain why
I like it - I just do. Find a music store
where you can listen to it before you buy
it; you may very well be taken in.

MosDef
Black on Both Sides
Critiquing one's own profession is old
hat to us law students. The ABA requires
us to study legal ethics at some point during our education, where we spend most
of our time analyzing what other lawyers
do and declaring their actions wrong or
right. The world of hip hop, in stark contrast, is not known for self-analysis. So
when Mos Def appears on the scene and,
in a wicked staccato, declares hip hop
"where you can either get paid or get
shot," something tells me this album is
going to stand out
Mos Def has been around for years, appearing on albums by legends De La Soul,

A Tribe Called Quest, and The Roots, laying the foundation for a solo record just
like every other hip hop artist nowadays.
Last year he hooked up with Talib Kweli
to form Black Star, whose debut went virtually unnoticed. Finally, more than three
years after he first appeared on the scene,
he has released Black on Both Sides, and
it has been worth the wait. The fact that
this album is a solo debut belies the maturity and skill that underlie each track.
"My words leave your nerves unsettled,"
Mos Def fires on "Speed Law," and indeed they do.

Black on Both Sides covers everything,
in terms of both content and style. Mos
Def attacks stereotypes, government ineptitude, and ignorance with biting, Public Enemy-style lyrics. Rock and roll is
reclaimed as a black art form as Mos Def
sings "Elvis Presley ain't got no soul/Bo
Diddley is rock and roll" and then proceeds to rock out at the end of the song
with a guitar riff that would get Limp
Bizkit fans jumping. ''Mathematics" takes
aim at the prison system and society in
general ("Why did one straw break the
camel's back? Here's the secret: the million other straws underneath it.").
In terms of musical style, Black on Both
Sides isn't your simple lay-down-a-heavybass-line-and-start-rapping collection of
tracks. Mos Def can sing, and he shows
it off throughout the album. "Umi Says"
is a beautiful, soulful ballad about the
struggle to live life to its fullest in an imperfect world ("Sometimes I don't wanna

----------------~~~=~=e=~=~==e~=t=a=e===9=~==ob=e=m=be=r=l9=9=9=====~========13~11
be a soldier/Sometimes I just wanna be a
man .. . I want black people to be free ...
That's all that matters to me). Samples
aren't always relegated to the background;
the chorus of "Mathematics" is a string
of quotes borrowed from fellow artists
ranging from Erykah Badu to James
Brown. Pianos and flutes appear as often
as snare drums. The result is a rich tapestry of sound that bridges genres and generations.
Black on Both Sides is sure to become
a hip hop classic - a necessary addition
to anyone's collection, to fit in right between Fear ofa Black Planet and The Low
End Theory. And considering that a solo
artist can't break up (like Public Enemy
and A Tribe Called Quest), the future
looks even brighter.

tionist who refuses to let time dictate the
release dates for his material, going so far
as to allow five years to elapse between
The Fragile and The Downward Spiral.
In the fickle, short-attention-spanned environment of the 90s, this move is either
bold and calculated or frustrating and
overwrought. Rage Against the Machine
has been playing the same game, but obviously not for very good reasons, since
their new record sound just like the old

Nine Inch Nails
The Fragile
This album is the least new of those on
these pages, but that just means that I have
had more time to reflect on its quality.
Critics have been fawning over this album for over a month now, but to be honest, I still haven't heard what they're going completely gaga over. Don't get me
wrong- I really like The Fragile, but it's
a far cry from Trent Reznor's previous
efforts, and it's too long for his own good.
Trent Reznor is an incredible musician;
he enlists a band for Jive performances,
but the vast majority of the music is entirely his own. He is a notorious perfec-
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stuff, but Jess inspired. Nine Inch Nails
has definitely evolved over the past decade- primarily for the better- but I can't
say that the evolution couldn't have occurred in far Jess time.
The Fragile is filled with a lot of great
songs - it is a two-disc set, after all - but
it is interspersed with filler that generally
inspires me to reach for the remote and
zap to the next track. In trying to communicate both his exhibitionist hard-rock

DOG

side and his quiet, introverted side, Reznor
threw in a (far too large) number of
simple, gentle tracks that employ a bare
minimum of instruments and, well, music. These tracks could be nice segues
between the noisier, MTV-friendly tracks,
but they go on for four to five minutes
instead of one to two. Equating the number of minutes with the number of keys
struck on the keyboard is not the best way
to create a satisfying instrumental. If
you're going to Keep It Simple Stupid,
Keep It Short, Stupid.
On the brighter side, there are a number of tracks that demonstrate musical experimentation and skill on par with earlier aural excursions from Nine Inch Nails.
"Somewhat Damaged," a deeply layered
and richly textured digital rant, starts the
album with a bang. "Starfuckers, Inc."
may be a formulaic angst-ridden anthem,
but the vocal effects are great- I dare say
even groundbreaking. The best track, in
my opinion, is "Into the Void," where the
sparse lyrics attain meaning with repetition and one of the funkiest bass lines
Reznor has created yet.
In sum, The Fragile would be much better limited to a single disc. After I finish
editing it with my computer software and
borrow my brother's CD recorder, I'm
sure it will be great.
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MOVIES, from page 10
ness). I didn't identify with them, exactly, but I felt for them. A palpable
sense of sadness lingers through the
film, and it culminates in one of most
oddly compelling final shots I've ever
seen: a girl swims in the water, cued
to Carter Burwell's melancholy minor-key score. In her, we see the possibility of renewal and reinvention,
and the self-annihilation that comes
with desperate longing.
If you like your comic-fantasies-directed-by-former-MTV-prodigies
black.. sans sugar, then Fight Club may
be more to your liking. It's widely
misunderstood; Fight Club doesn't
actually insist that you go pummel
some guy's brains to relieve your finals week stress. It's meant to be
taken metaphorically. Pay attention
to the opening shot: the camera
hurtles backwards, rushing through
what looks like an elaborate system
of high tech until, suddenly, the
camera's ejected from a guy's nostrils.
You've just taken a journey inside the
head of the nameless Narrator of Fight
Oub, and this fancy shot establishes
the movie's central conceit. You see,
Fight Club is (or should be taken as) a
fantasia; it's an elaborate dreamscape
that has sprung completely from the
Narrator's brain. Like Eyes Wide Shut,
Fight Club conjures up an eerie,
slightly off-kilter metaphorical
netherworld where every move is
imbued with the kind of broad symbolic meaning that makes humanities
majors drool. Being an useless humanities major myself and eager to
trotoutmyprofessorial-levelgraspof
Freud and Nietzsche, let me take a
stab at interpreting what Fight Club
"means." Warning: the movie's surprise twist will be hinted at here, so if
you want to go into the movie fresh,
skip to the end.
Fight Club is really psychosexual
therapy for the embattled white male.
The Narrator (Ed Norton, the actor of
our generation), living in an effete,
materialistic society that's just about
eradicated Manly Men, has turned
feeble and impotent. Fetishizing his
Ikea furnishings, the Narrator leads

out a sexless, pointless existence.
Even when he meets the attractive if
unstable Marla (Helena Bonham
Carter), he sees her as the enemy. The
narrator has a recurring "nightmare"
of sleeping with Marla. Sex-phobic,
he becomes qui~y attracted to charismatic doppelganger Tyler Durden (a
sinewy, leering Brad Pitt). Durden's
a testosterone god - he's the
iibermensch as American gigolo, and
what this modem primitive wants is
a return to a state of nature, where
men can really be Men. The "Fight
Oubs" are a way of organizing men
emasculated by society, returning
them to a primitive psychological
state. By the end, we see that
Durden's brand of hyperaggressive
masculinity is untenable; the Narrator, after having his masculine side
destroy all the unhealthy expressions
of a warped bourgeois sexuality
(fetishizing material things, lack of
spontaneity), becomes a sexual being
again. With the Narrator's sexuality
is resolved, as he's able to hold hands
with a woman, while the cause of
emasculation, material society (as represented by credit card companies), is
being blown to smithereens right outside. (In case you missed the theme,
Fincher includes a subliminal penis
shot in this scene to underscore the
point.)
I apologize for the tediously academic exercise you've just endured,
but my point is the movie's not what
a superficial reading makes it out to
be. Even so, Fight Club is still not a
great movie. To be sure, the picture is
meticulously designed and visually
arresting, which shouldn't surprise
anyone who is familiar with the work
of David Fincher (Seven, The Game),
arguably the premiere young stylist
in Hollywood today. And given the
somber, humorless tone of his earlier
works, I didn't expect Fight Club to be
this funny. The movie's essentially a
black comedy, and if you watch the
movie with the right frame of mind,
you may be more attuned to its perverse goofiness. (Those who despise
dark. subversive humor stay far, far
away.) But Fincher, despite his dynamic visual talents, has always con-

fused cheap provocation for profundity and hollow ironic shocks for
genuine epiphany. Granted, you'll
scarcely run into another Hollywood
picture as gleefully anti-consumerist
and anti-establishment as this one
(though Bulworth comes close). The
supposedly super-subversive American Beauty posits blackmailing your
employer as the coup de grace of adult
rebellion. In Fight Club, the narrator
not only decides to blackmail his employer, he parlays that money to fund
his merry band of revolutionary anarchists. (Hollywood lesson of the
month: if you want to liberate yourself, forget slaving 80 hours a week
for eight years to make partner. Simply blackmail the managing partner
and you'll be set for life.)
The problem is that Fincher shirks
from the Fascist implications of his
Oub. He ridicules them as zombies,
yet their acts of destruction appear
invigorating regardless. It'd be one
thing if they were seen as a necessary
evil, the only way that we can be delivered from our evil bourgeois world.
But that's not really it. By the end,
they're treated ironically just so
Fincher doesn't have to take a stand.
Even more annoying is the way in
which the movie doesn't commit itself to £ully being a fantasy. I think
the movie works better if it's treated
wholly as fantasy, but Fincher adds
smirky little touches like the security
cameras that threaten to pull everything into "reality." If the movie's
taken literally, it's a ridiculous, bombastic mess. I prefer my interpretation, which makes a lot more sense.
And c'mon, any movie that closes
with the Pixies blaring over the speakers can't be as bad as they say.

MalkovichA
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dence for McDonald's guilt. The doctrine of Res Ipsa Loquitor should no
longer only apply to meeting the burden of production. but should be used
to meet the burden of persuasion as
well. Instead, McDonald's should tell
its franchises ~tit would only supply them with a healthy supply of
sauce and beef, even if at such a level
of supply the local stores may go
bankrupt These lawyers are indeed
making the argument that
McDonald's should forgo legitimate
profits for the sake of public health,
even though the American way has
always been for free enterprises to
make as much as they possibly can so
long as they do not either collude or
offer defective products.
In response to the pending lawsuits,
health food zealots across the coun-

try have rejoiced. Lawyers involved
in the lawsuit have warned the zealots to stay out of the forefront in the
lawsuits, so that they can convince a
burger loving judge why McDonald's
should pay billions of dollars for doing its normal business. After all, if
something as sacred as the Second
Amendment of the constitution (
BTW, the national guard is not a' well
regulated militia ' because it is organized by the government The militia should be a civilian force organized
for the sake of defending against governmenttyranny.) can not protect the
gun industry, what's there to protect
McDonald's from predatory lawyers
and avaricous cities?
Anti-gun zealots may send hate
mail to hoy@umich.edu.

because there now exists a recognition
of these animosities. And to prove
this fact, Mr. Ho has invoked the
vague specter of the other. According to Mr. Ho, it is not that racial minorities have been faced with the most
brutal and systematic mechanisms of
oppression that are at the root of
America's race problems. Instead it
is the correction of these centuries of
abuse that is creating division in our
country. In looking at this explanation, I can see why Mr. Ho has decided
to exclude American history from his
historical proof.
We are literally seeing people blaming the antidote for the creation of the
disease. Mr. Ho would have you be-

lieve first that this country has more
to learn from the experiences of ancient civilizations than its own history
and second that the 26 years of AA
have been responsible for 184 years
of poor race problems. Deceptively
hidden in the noble notion of equal
playing fields and color-blind perception, this is Mr. Ho's argument for the
elimination of affirmative action. I
hope that I have shown that the premises underpinning this argument are
not true. America is a collection of
numerous identities, loosely bound
by our common citizenship. While ultimately an accepting and tolerant society, we have had the misfortune of
having dealt with race in the poorest
ways possible. Our addressing of
these problems through affirmative

action has not created additional racism to the extent that Mr. Ho would
hope it has. Inevitably, there will exist a segment of the populace who
feels cheated by a "less qualified"
minority (though I am confused why
it is never a less qualified athlete or
in-state student or child of a rich
alumni or a host of other factors that
are included in admissions). However, if there is a racist loan officer out
there, it is more than reasonable to say
that this intolerance is rooted somewhere other than a small program for
higher education. The possible threat
of the concept of the other that is created by affirmative action does not
warrant its demise.

J ARCH, from page 9

[8:01] WHERETHEHFl.LISTHEDOOR??

world... [illegible]

[7:50] Okay, this is definitely wrong. I
should have walked out of the other end
of the arch and onto South University four
and a half minutes ago. Where is the other
end, by the way?

[8:06] Okay, okay...I have to get my bearings. I keep getting turned around. There
can't be stone walls in every direction, can
there? I'll just take a deep breath and orientmyself.

[10:27] oh god i'm so sorry... i was so
naive... i could have done so much with
my degree... mom, dad i'm sorry

[7:59] The ground doesn't feel level but it doesn't feel stable, either, like it
keeps tilting from one side to the other. I
can't see the exit to South U, I can't even
see the way back to the quad. Where's
that door to J?

[8:18] The smell's come back, and it's
ten times as strong. I'm dizzy, and I think
I was just gaining sight of the arch exit.
God! What in the world smells like that?

YINGTAO, from page 2
a week. However, because the local
franchises place in orders for far more
sauce and beef, McDonald's supplies
such products to the local stores without any regard for the sauce and
beef's negative impact on public
health. Even more insidious is the fact
that McDonald's executives are willfully blind to the problem of over supply. In other words, they purposely
delude themselves that there is nothing wrong with what they are doing.
Even if there are no internal documents indicating that McDonald's
was marketing or distributing its
product on reliance of people overstuffing themselves, the mere fact that
people are over stuffing themselves
should be taken as prima facie evi-

LETTER, from page 5

[9:36]

nothing .... nothing in this

•

•

[time illegible]
LIBERTATE ...
LffiEJUATE VOS INFERIS
RES IPSA LOQUITUR RES IPSA LOQUITUR RES IPSA LOQUITUR RES
IPSA LOQUITUR
[illegible]
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